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E dwin Arthur Connor (aka “Doc Connor”, Ed, “Pop Pop”), 98, of Rehoboth

Beach, DE, passed away peacefully in his “little slice of paradise” on March 17,
2026. Born April 21, 1927, at home in Kennett Square, PA, he was the youngest son of

Joseph Vincent Connor and Elizabeth Walters Connor and beloved brother to the

late Constance Connor, Rita Connor Ekhaml, and William Connor.

Ed graduated from Kennett Square High School in 1945, where he played baseball, track,

basketball, and soccer. His favorite song was “Begin the Beguine,” which he looked forward to
hearing at the local dances every Saturday night. He was one of the few teenagers in town who got
a car for his 16th birthday, a 1940 Plymouth Coop that cost $250.

A few weeks before his graduation, Ed heard an advertisement on the radio, prompting young
men to enlist in the Army Air Corp. He drove to Philadelphia the next day and enlisted. Before he

began his service, the program was canceled, so Ed transferred his enlistment to the Navy. He
graduated from Kennett High School on June 15, 1945, and promptly left for the Navy the next
day. He was stationed at the US Naval Training Center (USNTC), Bainbridge, MD for the duration

of WWII and his military service.

He was Honorably discharged and used the GI bill to attend Philadelphia College of Pharmacy &
Science, graduating in 1952. He expected to join his father and uncles in the “family business”-

Connor’s Pharmacy, which began in Kennett Square in the early 1920’s.

Two events changed the course of Ed’s life. A fire torched the Kennett store and Ed was left

unemployed. His brother found a pharmacy for sale in Laurel, DE, and on May 23, 1952, Ed
opened Connor’s Pharmacy, which would remain a pillar of the community until he sold it to
Edgehill Pharmacy in 1986.

At Connor’s Pharmacy, customers could enjoy a drink at the soda fountain, have their
prescriptions filled while they waited (delivered for free), or browse the many convenience store
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products and gifts offered. Ed filled his last prescription and began his happy and long retirement
in 1993.

He married his wife and life-long soul mate, Eileen Mary Dugan, on July 26, 1952, in Folcroft, PA.
They were married for 68 years, until her passing in November 2020. Together, they raised four

daughters while also managing rental properties, and a gift shop.

Outside of work, Ed had many hobbies, including O-gauge train collecting, wood duck carving,
gardening, golfing, playing bridge, cheering on the Phillies, traveling, and visiting family. He

enjoyed Big Band music, bridge clubs, nice meals, world travels, and countless other ventures. He
was a devoted member of both Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in Seaford, DE, and St.

Edmonds Catholic Church in Rehoboth Beach, and served on the Knights of Columbus for many
years.

In 2003, Ed and Eileen moved to the beach permanently, to a home they had purchased in 1963.

Their house had an open door and a lively spirit, and at the heart of it all was Ed, who welcomed
all to stop by and visit anytime.

It was clear to everyone that Ed found the most joy in his family. In his waning days, he thanked

God for his wonderful wife, four daughters, two sons-in-law, and all his grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Ed is survived by his daughters, Sandy Morris of Naples, FL; Karen McQueen of Rehoboth Beach,
DE; Joy Shannahan (Joe) of Moneta, VA; and Wendy McPartland (Dan) of New London, PA; his 10
grandchildren; and his 16 great grandchildren.

Mass of Christian burial will be held at 11:00 am, on Monday, April 20, at St. Edmond Catholic
Church, 409 King Charles Ave, Rehoboth Beach, DE, where family and friends can visit from

10:00 am - 11:00 am. Interment to follow mass, at 1:00 pm, at Delaware Veterans Memorial
Cemetery, 26669 Patriots Way, Millsboro, DE.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made in Ed’s memory to the Rehoboth Beach Fire

Company, EMS Division, 219 Rehoboth Avenue, Rehoboth Beach, DE 19971; or Delaware
Hospice, 100 Patriots Way, Milford, DE 19963, or https://www.DEhospice.org.
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Please sign the tribute wall at this site.
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Visitation

St. Edmond Catholic  Church

409 King Charles Avenue, Rehoboth Beach DE

19971

Mass of  Christian Burial

St. Edmond Catholic  Church

409 King Charles Avenue, Rehoboth Beach DE

19971

Interment

Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery

26669 Patriots Way, Millsboro DE
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Monday, April 20, 2026

1:00 PM ET
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SD Sue Warrington-Doud posted:

I grew up with Dr. Connor as a pharmacist in Laurel, Delaware....he was the best....My father Ford

and he were friends and we spent many a day in his Connor Pharmacy there on the main street in

Laurel. Please accept my sincere sympathy and love, Sue (Warrington-Doud)

April 11 at 10:42 AM

JW Janice Warren posted:

So very sorry to hear of Mr. Connor’s passing. I have many fond memories of going to the

pharmacy soda fountain for lunch and the pajama parties hosted by the family. My thoughts and

prayers to Sandy and the entire family. God Bless.Janice Ford Warren

April 1 at 3:54 PM

Vivian Wheatley shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

I’m so sad to read the news of the passing of Mr. Connor. He and Mrs. Conner were

my second parents in my early childhood growing up on Brooklyn Avenue in Laurel.

Their home was filled with all the things a young girl could wish for. Love, laughter,

dolls, games, and hiding places. When I would spend the night, Mr. Conner would

bring us ice cream sodas from the pharmacy after closing the store. We knew after our treat it was

bedtime. I would visit Joy and Wendy occasionally at the beach house. I remember Mr. Conner

taking us to the beach and letting us run along the shoreline telling us not to get wet. I invariably did.

There were Italian ices from the boardwalk to enjoy in the evening hours. Mr. Conner was always a

gentleman but he could get angry. I didn’t understand until I was older why we couldn’t climb the

tree over the picket fence. The fence after all helped us get up it.🫤 Rest in peace Mr. Connor

beside your beautiful wife. You are well remembered. ❤️ Hugs to Sandy, Karen, Joy, Wendy, and all

the family as you say your goodbyes. My thoughts and prayers will be with you. 🤗🤗🙏🏻🙏🏻🙏🏻

March 26 at 12:50 PM

Cindy Matthews posted:

I have so many memories of my days with the Connor Family. But my most cherished memory of

Doc Connor is his love of Big Band, that he shared with me. To this day when I hear big band

music I smile thinking of him. I hope he is dancing in heaven. .

March 30 at 6:21 PM
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Cindy Matthews lit a candle in honor of Edwin.

Thinking of you all and keeping you in my prayers. Mr Connor was definitely one

of the best. Well done good and faithful servant.

March 30 at 6:12 PM

TL Todd Lowe lit a candle in honor of Edwin.

March 26 at 12:50 PM
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Vivian Wheatley shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 30 at 8:54 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Edwin by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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